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MISSOULA—
The 1978-79 edition of the University of Montana Grizzly basketball team won't
be the only thing to debut in Adams Field House Friday evening.
Also on display will be UM's new basketball floor, a beautiful Robbins Cincinnati
Portable "All-Star" floor.

Made of hard maple, it contains a patented, "drop pin"

(it has no screws or bolts) installation which can be completed in just three hours.
It can be taken down in approximately an hour and forty-five minutes.
"We decided that the old floor (a tartan surface) was more costly, and harder
to maintain than we expected," said UM Athletic Director, Harley Lewis.

"We also

found that there were more leg injuries on the old floor than we expected, because
it doesn't give as much as wood.

Also, we have a first-class basketball program and

want to have the same kind of floor to play on--first class."
The new UM floor is just that.

The words "Montana" and "Grizzly" are painted

on the north and south sides of the floor, as well as illustrations of the school
mascot, a Grizzly.

All are painted in UM's colors.

An example of the popularity and quality of the floor is illustrated by a
list of some of the teams which have one.

Louisville, Purdue, Michigan, Jacksonvil1e,

Texas, Indiana and Arizona are just a few of the 26 college teams which play on the
same court.

In the pro ranks, the New YorkKnlcks, Los Angeles Lakers, and Phoenix

Suns are just three of the 15 pro teams which use the floor.
The floor, which costs $44,000, also features a plywood sub-flooring with steelprotected tongues and grooved sides and ends for greater strength, improved playing
properties, better rebounding and a perfectly uniform playing surface.
We had to replace the old floor," said coach Mike Montgomery, "because it was
-more-
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starting to form bubbles and the maintenance was almost impossible.

The new floor

also has a much more esthetic value because it's back to our school colors.
I think basketball was meant to be played on wood."
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